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What leaders  

have said about  
Porterbrook  
Learning 
 

 

 

"The Porterbrook Network is an innovative resource that offers affordable, high- 

quality training for mission and ministry in the 21st century. I warmly recommend 

it."  

Timothy Keller, Senior Pastor, Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York 

 

"The Porterbrook Network is an excellent resource for equipping churches and 

individuals as we look at responding in a distinctive gospel manner to the needs in 

our nation and world.”  

Vaughan Roberts, Rector, St. Ebbe’s Church, Oxford  

 

“Porterbrook is truly a wonderfully gospel-centered, church-based tool to build 

Christian communities on mission. We use it for elder, deacon, pastoral and 

church planter development as well for developing everyday Christians into Spirit-

led, humble, yet confident missionaries in their context. It really is theology and 

practice for everyone!”  

Jacob Vanhorn, Lead Pastor, Soma Austin Community Church  
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“Porterbrook is among the best in distance-based theological training. Ideal for 

those who are already busy with life and ministry, Porterbrook is theologically-

grounded, character-shaping, practitioner-oriented, and missionally focused. Plus, 

it's easy to implement!" 

Jonathan Dodson, Lead Pastor, Austin City Life 

 

 Video endorsement by Matt Chandler click here   
  

http://vimeo.com/80448362
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What students  
have said about  
Porterbrook  
Learning 
 

 

“Porterbrook has been an invaluable tool for our church in terms of offering just 

the right amount of theological and doctrinal study for those who are not so 

bookish and coupling that with practical applications for our own particular church 

context. Very helpful indeed!” 

Mez McConnell, Edinburgh 

“It’s been fantastic. It’s helped me to really understand what the gospel is. It’s not 

just unbelievers who need to hear it. It’s just as much for Christians! It’s helped me 

understand that the Gospel can be brought to bear on every aspect of my life as a 

man, as a father, as a husband, as a church leader, and then also to share that with 

people that I lead.” 

Steve Robinson, Liverpool 

 “I’ve loved talking through practical aspects of mission – how to be creative with 

my time to serve Jesus, how to serve people and be a blessing in the everyday. 

Things like eating with other people and even choosing where and when to shop 

so I can build relationships. We’ve really started to get to know people in the 

community.” 

Nick Pollock, Loughborough 

  



 

5  

About Porterbrook 

Origins  

The Porterbrook Network was set up in 2007 by authors of Total Church, Steve Timmis 

and Tim Chester, in response to the need for new gospel-centred churches to be 

planted, and existing churches to become more gospel-centred. The Porterbrook 

Network aims to provide education and training to individuals and churches who are 

committed to learning more about what it means to love God and love other people. It 

is an evangelical, non-denominational training network.  

In 2012, Porterbrook entered into a relationship with Wales Evangelical School of 

Theology, creating the WESTPorterbrook partnership. The partnership aims to provide 

theological training for all Christians, from new believers through to church leaders and 

planters, as well as facilitating graduate and PhD level studies. The WESTPorterbrook 

partnership connects the best of the academy to local church and church-planting 

contexts to deliver gospel-centred training that is biblical, missional, practical, flexible, 

affordable, accessible and comprehensive at its core. It offers distance learning and 

residential training courses through its network of Learning Sites and campuses around 

the world. 

 

Training in Four Areas 

The Porterbrook Network provides comprehensive training for Christians in the context 

of their local church and ministry. Our courses teach Christians to live in the light of the 

bible story at the heart level in the context of community on mission to the world.  

• Bible and Doctrine Track 

The Bible is the story of God’s plan to redeem a people for Himself for His new 

creation through the gospel of Jesus. Porterbrook courses teach Christians to 

understand, teach, and share the gospel story.  

• Character Track 
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Jesus calls his disciples to take up their cross and follow him. The gospel is more 

than a message; it’s a way of life. Porterbrook courses teach Christians to live the 

gospel story at the heart level in the context of every day life.  

• Church Track 

God’s plan is to call a people to himself through the gospel to become part of his 

family who, together, display the life of the gospel. Porterbrook courses teach 

Christians to understand and play their part in the life of the local church.  

• World Track 

The mission of the church is to display in word and deed the glory of God to the 

world. Porterbrook courses teach Christians and their churches to engage their 

context and culture with the gospel message. 

Foundation Year 

Character Bible & Doctrine Church World 

Gospel Change 
The Bible in 

Missional 
Perspective 

Gospel Community Evangelism 

Gospel Living 
Understanding 
God’s Story  

Keeping it 
Missional 

Apologetics 

Gospel 
Relationships 

Union with Christ 
Church History in 

Missional 
Perspective 

Engaging with 
Context 
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Advanced Year 

Character Bible & Doctrine Church World 

Living the 
Cross and 

Resurrection 

Bible Truth in 
Missional 

Perspective 

Missional Church 
and Church 

Planting 
Culture 

Pastoral Care 
Part One 

The Holy Spirit 
Understanding 

Leadership 
Christian 

Imagination 

Pastoral Care 
Part Two 

Bible Teaching in 
Missional 

Perspective 

Beyond the Church 
Plant 

Evangelism  
and Social 

Action 

 

 
Six Values that Shape Delivery 

Six values shape the way Porterbrook Network produces materials, provides courses and 

runs Learning Sites. We provide training that is: 

 

• Accessible Designed for ordinary Christians 

• Practical Concrete applications and examples 

• Relational Study in community, engage globally 

• Contextual Train 'on the job' in ordinary life 

• Flexible Study at your own pace 

• Affordable Lower training costs without loss of quality 
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About Porterbrook OC/LA 

Porterbrook OC/LA is one of about 70 Porterbrook Learning Sites around the globe. We are 

located at Southlands church, 2950 E Imperial Hwy., Brea,  CA 92821 

 

Porterbrook Learning helps ordinary Christians learn how to serve Jesus and his people better 

— whether they are church leaders, church planters, or simply Christians wanting to become 

more mission-focused. The Porterbrook Learning material is flexible and has been designed to 

be integrated with your whole Christian life in whatever context you are serving. It’s not 

theology for theology’s sake: the Porterbrook Learning material is written by practitioners for 

practitioners. 

 

Expectations 

Studying with Porterbrook OC/LA will require you do to the following: 

• Commit to around 6 hours of self-directed reading per week (this can include time at 

seminars) 

• Attend your local study weekly. (Attendance at 5 of the 9 study groups is required) 

• Prepare four assignments one of the assignments will be presented (spoken) at each 

residential. 

• Submit your other three assignments on or before each residential in writing. 

• Attend three residential weekends over the course of the year (one at the end of each 

term) 
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How to apply 
Applications are available through the Porterbrook Network website. Click on this 

link http://porterbrooknetwork.org/apply and then choose the Porterbrook 

Learning option. Complete the application form, you MUST choose “OC/LA, 

California” in the dropdown menu for which learning site you are applying for. 

 

 
 

Study Groups 
Study Groups are designed to help you keep on track with your studies and to 

help you apply what you are learning as you go along. It is required that you 

attend 5 out of 9 study groups. The date and time of these groups will be formed 

at the launch meeting (SEPTEMBER 16th, Sunday 1-3 pm) with the rest of 

the students present. 

Each Trimester we will work through 4 modules simultaneously, so you will read 

one unit from each module every week. 

http://porterbrooknetwork.org/apply
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Please read the unit during the week and come prepared to participate in 

discussion and with any questions you may have thought of. 

Trimester Dates & Study Guide 2018-2019  

You will be simultaneously studying all 4 modules, that means you will need to 

complete 4 units per week, one from each stream. 

Study Group 

Dates 

Units to be studied  

September 30 Unit 1 Fall 

Trimester October 7 Unit 2 

October 14 Unit 3 

October 21 Unit 4 

October 28 Unit 5 

November 4 Unit 6 

November 11 Unit 7 

November 18 Unit 8 

November 25 THANKSGIVING BREAK 

December 2 Unit 9 

December 7&8 RESIDENTIAL 

  



 

11  

December 9  

 

Christmas Break 

 

December 16  

December 23 2017  

December 30   

January 6 2019 Unit 1 Spring    

Trimester 
January 13 Unit 2 

January 20 Unit 3 

January 27 Unit 4 

February 3 Unit 5 

February 10 Half Term Break 

February 17 Unit 6 

February 24 Unit 7 

March 3 Unit 8 

March 10 Unit 9 

March 22-23rd   RESIDENTIAL 

March 24 SPRING Break 

March 31 Unit 1  
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April 7 Unit 2 Summer 

Trimester 
April 14 Unit 3 

April 21 EASTER SUNDAY 

April 28 Unit 4 

May 5 Unit 5 

May 12 Unit 6 

May 19 Unit 7 

May 26 Memorial Day Break 

June 2 Unit 8 

June 9 Unit 9 

June 21-22nd    RESIDENTIAL 

 

Residential weekends 

There will be 3 residential weekends throughout the course of the year: 

Winter residential:   December 7 & 8TH, 2018 
Spring residential    March 22 & 23rd, 2019 
Summer residential:  June 21 & 22nd, 2019 
 
PLEASE PUT THESE DATES IN YOUR CALENDAR NOW. The residential weekends 
are an integral part of the course and you are required to commit to attending 
these. The purpose of the residential weekends is to receive further teaching, to 
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encourage and learn from other students, and to consolidate your learning through 
presentations, assignments and group discussion. 

 

Each weekend will begin with dinner on Friday evening and end on Saturday 
evening. You are required to stay for the full duration of each residential weekend. 
There will be group discussion, plenary sessions, guest speakers, introductions to 
the material, question and answer sessions, and plenty of opportunities for you to 
build relationships with the other students. 

 

Assignments 
You are required to present one assignment for each residential. The other three 
assignments will be submitted electronically to your learning site co-ordinator. 
Your presentation should be no longer than 10 minutes.  

The purpose of the assignments is to help you reflect on how the materials can be 
applied in your own church context, as well as to help other Porterbrook 
participants benefit from your thinking. They are designed to help you with the 
materials, not to be a hurdle. 

With this in mind, your residential assignment will be presented in spoken form. If 
you are involved in public speaking in your church context (whether it is preaching 
or teaching, in a small-group Bible study, for example) we encourage you to do at 
least some spoken assignments over the course. Assignments will be either 
presented or discussed in small groups at the residential.  

Further information will be given prior to the residential. 
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FEES 

The Porterbrook Network UK has changed the fee structure as a result 

PORTERBROOK OCLA has to offer different pricing based on the number of 

students. 

If you sign up and pay your deposit and we do not reach 15 students your 

payment WILL be refunded. 

 

SLIDING SCALE BASED ON NUMBER OF SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS: 

NO OF 
STUDENTS 

LEARNING SITE FEE COST PER MODULE 
(12 PER YEAR) 

PHASE 1 
COST PER YEAR 

 

12-15  $230 $26X12=$312 $542 

20 or more $150 $26X12=$312 $462 

Spousal price  
(15-20) 

$130 $13X12=$156 $286 

Spousal price (20 
or more) 

$74 $13X12=$156 $230 

SOUTHLANDS CHURCH MEMBER PRICING 

Southlands 
member price 

$78 $26X12=$312 $390 

Southlands 
spousal price 

$24 $13X12=$156 $180 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER, your module costs (paid directly to Porterbrook UK) are 

spread out throughout the year, you will only be studying 4 modules at a time so 

that cost would be $26x4=$104. You would pay $104 in September, December 

and March. Your Site Fee is a ONE time fee paid up front. 
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Each module will cost $26 which translates to $312 per year ($104 per 

Trimester). A Learning Site fee of either $230 (less than 15 students) or $150 is 

payable as a onetime non-refundable deposit (unless, of course we do not reach 

15 students, in which case your site fee will be refunded in full).  

Your Site Fee covers your network fee (access to your online account), hosting, 

catering, honoraria etc. for residentials. 

Poterbrook OCLA will NOT be offering the option of completing 6 modules a year 

as this doubles our cost and the number of residential weekends necessary for 

successful completion of Porterbrook study. We will continue to run all 12 

modules in 1 year(4 PER TRIMESTER).  

 

HOW TO PAY 

1. In order to obtain the access codes to your online material and account, 

you will pay the Porterbrook OCLA site fees which function as a non-

returnable deposit.  Once you have paid that through the online portal 

Details will be available at Launch which is SEPTEMBER 16th at 1pm. 

At 2950 E imperial Hwy, Brea CA 92821 

2. On receipt of your site fee, Porterbrook OCLA will issue will issue the 

student with a coupon code specific to their Site to register online for the 

courses they will be taking that Trimester. 

3. Students register with the coupon code and pay the network fee directly to 

Porterbrook through the website. 
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How do I Get my Porterbrook Materials 
1. Go to www.porterbrooknetwork.org and click on “Learn More” under the Porterbrook Learning heading.  

 

 

 

2. Click “Take a Course” 

 

3. Choose a course and click either “Add to Cart” or click the thumbnail to view a summary of the course.  

http://www.porterbrooknetwork.org/
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4. If you have clicked the thumbnail, and this is the course you would like to purchase, click “Add to Cart”.  If you 

would like to purchase more courses, click “Back to Course Catalog” in the top left corner and choose additional 

courses, adding them to your cart. When you are finished shopping, click the shopping cart icon in the top right 

corner.  
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5. Check that this is the correct course or courses, and enter the discount code supplied to you by your group 

leader (if applicable). The code will apply to each course simultaneously. You will not need to enter this code again 

to receive a discount.  

 

 

6. When you have entered your code and clicked “Apply Coupon”, your total will change to reflect the amount of 

your discount. If your discount is correct, click “Continue.” 
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7. If you are a new student, you will need to click “Continue” under New User to register with us. If you are not a 

new student, you will need to fill in your username and password and click “Login”. If you have forgotten your 

username, please ask for assistance through our “Contact Us” form on the website.  

 

8. If you are a new student, please fill in the forms as they appear. Take note of the two check boxes at the bottom 

of this page. Then click “Continue”. 
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9. Please note that at this time, only credit cards work in the system. Visa debit cards have worked from time to 

time, so do try that if you need to. If you have neither a credit nor debit card, please contact your group leader for 

assistance. We hope to be able to add more payment options in the future.  

 

 

10. Double-check that the price, quantity, and courses are correct. Then enter your card details. Click “Confirm 

Registration”. You will be charged at this point, so please don’t click “Confirm Registration” unless all the details of 

the order are correct.  

 

 

12. Once you have registered, your courses will appear on your “My Courses” page. You may consider this as the 

home page of your personal area on the Porterbrook online platform. To read your materials, simply click on the 

thumbnail of the course you’d like to read. To edit your account information or change your password, click the 

arrow to the right of your username at the top right hand corner of the page and choose “My Profile”.  
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Other information 
Address:  2950 E Imperial Hwy 
   Brea  
   CA, 92821 
 
Phone:  714-482-8097 

Email:  Year 1 jds@southlands.net   Year 2  nick@southlands.net  

Web:   www.porterbrooknetwork.org 

Twitter:  @OCLAporterbrook 
Porterbrook OCLA and Porterbrook Learning are part of the Porterbrook Network 

Registered charity no. 1138563  ~  Registered company no. 7210185 
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